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The Honorable Lisa Jackson
Ervironmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Building MIAUG I3 PH & 3k

F200 Pennsylvama Avenue, N W,

Mad Code: T101A COETHE
A& ashing 3 304 e A T TYAT
Washington, DC 20460 E:ﬁi?ﬁ’;a}“%’%‘zsz f{ﬁéﬁ AT

July 30, 2012

Dear Adminstrator Jackson

We write on behall of the Alaska Native Village of Newhalen and the Native Village of
South Naknek, two federally-recognized tribes, and the Alaska Peninsula Corporation (APC) a
merged village corporation (within the meaning of the Alaska Native Clatms Scttloment) whose
villages nclude both South Naknek and Newhalen, concerning the EPA’s Dvaft Bristol Bay
Watershed assessment, “An Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of
Bristol Bay, Alaska” ("Assessment™).

We have previously written to vou about expanding the 60-day public comment period
for the Assessment. We write now with two requests: (1) we formally vequest that EPA reopen
the comment pentod for 120 davs to give us adequale time to provide thoughtiul comments about
the Assessment; (23 we formally request immediate and meaningful tribal consultation
concerning EPA s actions on the Assessment.  Accordingly, please consider this letter an official
request on behalt of our tnbal communities to consult with vou concerning the Assessment.

Among various guiding mandates and principles relating to EPA's obligations concerning
tribal consultation as provided in the Executive Order 13175 - Consultabion and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, the 1984 EPA Indian Policy, the 2011 EPA Policy on
Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribes, and other documents, we note important
guidance providing,

EPA s policy is to comsult on g government-to-government basis
with federally vecognized tibal governments when EPA actions
and decisiony may affect tribal interests. Consuliation is a process
af meaningfud communication and coordination betvween EPA and
tribal officials pricr t6 EPA wking actions or implementing
decisions that may affect tribes.

2011 Policy on Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribes at 1 {emphasis added).
BPA actions concerning the Assessment and potential plans for mining in the Bristol Bay

watershed area will undoubtedly affect tribal interests in Alaska, Along with questions
surrounding potential environmental impacts arising out of mining on the Bristol Bay watershed,
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there are many considerations to address relating to economic development, mivastructure
development and population growth should mining activity proceed in the area,

importanthy, the area of the Assessment’s focus in southwest Alaska is currently
experiencing rampant out-migration of Alaska Natives who cannot find jobs or afford to
continue to live in thetr traditional communities. Schools are closing and villages are
downsizing. These inpacts seniously endanger the strength of these Native conununities and
Alaska Native culture. Conversely, the creation of a new source of wealth through mining
activity in the subject area would have the benefit of creating new jobs, strengthening local
mstitutions and communities and thereby helping preserve Alaska Native culture and traditions,
Importantly, this potential development also provides tremendous opportunity to allow APC —a
significant land owner in the region - to develop its own land assets, which in turn would have
grest bepefit for ws villages and shareholders.

Clearly, EPA’s work on the Assessment will be eritical to the future of our comnnitios,
particalarly W EPA issues g preemptive 404(¢) veto on mining development in the subject area
once the Assessment is finalized. We have real concerns about the manner in which EPA has
approached the Assessment, wncludimg the reliability and objectivity of the process undertaken
:rmd ﬁi‘s pmp@sed ﬁmﬁng@ Acwrdin;gﬁy i‘i if; impemtiw thai immcied trihm h{gw ampée
gib(}uf this maitsh Vx xtmnv'h hézhs:w: sugh mmumﬁm n ;m%ude s an gpgmmim‘w e mmmmi on
the Assessment in s draft form and retterate our request that the 60-day public comment period
EPA has provided for our comments completely ignores the responsibilities we have (o our
families and communities in maintaming our raditional culture and way ot lite to undertake
fishing, hunting and gathering activity during the short Alaska summer, which 1s why we have
also reguested an appropriate extension of the comment perod.

The host of Native villages and corporations that have also weighed m with EPA on this
isue strongly underscores the need for immediate meaningtul consultation concerning EPA's
Assessment. Accorndingly, we seck an opportunity fo meet with EPA staffright away to express
aur concorns about the lack of ample opportunity to comment on the Assessment and separately,

the Assessment’s impact on the future of Alaska Native communities,

Respectfully,

?f%ﬁ@{f ‘ /Z@zf yﬁ#&ﬁi&mﬁw

P S : :
Mary Jane Nielsen, CEO, Alaska Penunsula Corporation

i

Rayﬁg{md Wassillie, President, Newhalen Tribal Councd

T}omid T\wismz ?Ea,%id@ni’ South Naknek Village Council
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